Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER FOUR

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Read all of Proverbs Chapter 4





Day One

1.  What repetitive theme stands out to you as you read this chapter?
     
2.  Choose a verse that is particularly meaningful to you and tell why it is.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 4:1-7 




Day Two

1.  What are the children to do according to these verses?  Use verbs in your answer.
     
2.  a.  Do a word study of “doctrine” by using your dictionary and/or a concordance.
     
b.  How do the following verses add to the meaning of “good doctrine”?
John 7:16-17-
     
1 Timothy 4:6
     
1 Timothy 6:3 
     
2 John 1:9 
     
3.  What are the results when we…
· “keep God’s commands”?
     
· “do not forsake her”? (meaning wisdom)
     
· “love her”?
     
4.  So then, what is the “principle thing” we are to acquire and what comes along with it?
     

[image: ]
Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 4:8-13 




Day Three

1.  How are we to esteem wisdom and what are the wonderful results when we do?
     
2.  a.  What is the son or the young person to “hear” and “receive”? 
     
b.  And how might they hear it according to Deuteronomy 6:7?
     
c.  How are we also seen as “children” who must approach God with a “child-like” faith?  See Matthew 18:3 and Mark 10:15.The ultimate instruction of true, godly wisdom, when it is firmly held and kept, leads one to eternal life found only in the message of the cross and Christ.  The theme of all of Scripture is the divine plan and provision for the redemption of sinners which centers on faith in Christ’s incar-nation, crucifixion, and resurrection.


     
3.  What description is given here of the wise believer who is on the “right path”?
     
4.  What do you think it means when verse 13 tells us the instruction of wisdom “is your life”?   See John 1:4.
     
5.  Who became for us “wisdom from God” personified?  See 1 Corinthians 1:30?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 4:14-19 



Day Four

1.  How is the “path of the wicked” described in these verses? 
     
2.  a.  How can we keep ourselves from this path?  Look for 4 verbs to answer this question.
     
b.  How does this compare to the pattern of sin’s enticement in James 1:13-15?“Throughout the ages, ‘the just,’ have lived by faith and walked with God.  They have hoped for His salvation and done His commandments.  They believe and obey.  They are bought with a price and they glorify God.”  
From Studies in Proverbs by         William Arnot

     
3.  a.  What do the wicked do?
     
b.  What will happen to them according to Psalm 1:4-5?
     
4.  a.  Describe the “path of the just.” 
     
b.  How should this light be reflected in believers according to the following verses?
Matthew 5:14
     
Philippians 2:15  
     
c.  What do the following verses add to the meaning of this path and the blessings involved when we stay on it?
Psalm 16:11
     
Psalm 119:101-105
     
Isaiah 26:7
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 4:20-27



Day Five

1.  a.  How are we to respond to the teachings of wisdom given here?
     
b.  Why are we to respond in this way?
     
c.  What do you think “heart” refers to here in verse 21?
     
d.  How do the following verses add to our understanding of “the heart”?
Proverbs 3:3
     “The heart commonly refers to the mind as the center of thinking and reason, but also includes the emotions, the will, and thus, the whole inner being.  The heart is the depository of all wisdom and the source of what affects speech, sight, and conduct.”
  Commentary notes for Proverbs 4:21-23 from The MacArthur Study Bible (NKJV)


Proverbs 11:20
     
Proverbs 14:13
     
Proverbs 14:14
     
Proverbs 15:15
     
Proverbs 3:5
     
2.  What are we to “put away…far from us”? 
     
3.  What should we do instead according to verses 25-27?
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