Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 23




Day One

1.  Look for the warnings in these verses.  Note the key words “Do not” or just the word “not.”  List the verses and briefly write out the 10 warnings.  Example:  #1 verses 1-3 “Consider carefully what is before you…do not desire the king’s delicacies.”
     
2.  Challenge Question:  What are some underlying principles that we can draw from these warnings?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 23:1-8




Daniel 1:8 gives a classic example of Proverbs 23:1-3. “But Daniel pur-posed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

Day Two

1.  a.  Describe “a man given to appetite.”
     
b.  What appetites are being appealed to in verses 1-8?
     
c.  How do you think we can cultivate an appetite for the things of the Lord?
     
2.  Read Luke 12:13-48.
a.  How can the lessons of these verses help us keep our priorities straight and what should we remember from each?
Luke 12:13-15
     
Luke 12:16-21
     
Luke 12:22-34
     
Luke 12:35-48
     
3.  Read Psalm 141.  What do you learn about guarding your appetites and priorities?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 23:9-28




Days Three & Four

1.  Compare verse 9 with Matthew 7:6.  What are some circumstances for which these verses would be appropriate?
     
2.  a.  Define Redeemer:
     
b.  How could verses 10-11 apply to any dispute between believers?
     
3.  How is verse 12 an example of maturity?
     
4.  a.  How do verses 15-16 balance out the truth of verses 13-14?
     
b.  Why is the expression of our heart important as we discipline our children?
     
5.  How can verse 18 be motivation for verse 17?
     
6.  a.  Challenge Question:  How do we “guide our heart in the way”?  (verse 19)“In Pilgrim’s Progress the pilgrims at one point pass through Vanity Fair, where all sorts of goods are on sale, representing the various philo-sophies and ideas, desires and pleasures of this life.  Bunyan pictures the men in the market crying out to those passing to buy their goods.   The answer the pilgrims give comes from verse 23: ‘We buy the truth; we buy the truth.’  The truth cannot literally be bought, but we must be willing to pay whatever price and make whatever sacrifices are necessary in order to get it, and then when we have it, we must make sure that we do not lose it.”  
Heavenly Wisdom, Proverbs Simply Explained by Gary Brady

     
b.  Verses 20-21 reveal ways we should not go.  What are they?
     
c.  What do you think the “poverty” and “drowsiness” of verse 21 look like?
     
7.  Consider verse 22.
a.  What responsibility do parents have?
     
b.  What responsibility do children have?
     
8.  Compare verse 23 with Matthew 13:44.  How is this lived in daily life?
     
9.  Why do you think verses 24-25 reflect the heart of God as well as that of earthly parents?
     
10.  How does verse 26 impact the message of verses 27-28?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 23:29-35



Day Five

1.  What is the answer to the questions of verse 29?
     
2.  a.  How does our culture make an appeal to our eyes with alcohol (verse 31)?
     
b.  How can we take heed to the warning of verse 31?
     
3.  a.  When does the sting of most sin come?
     
b.  Since this is so, when must we consider our ways?
     
4.  How do verses 33-35 reveal the deadening affects of sin upon our lives?
     
5.  Consider the tragedy of the words “that I may seek another…”  (verse 35).  Since there is hope for those who are trapped in sin, how are you prepared to give an answer for the hope that is within you? 
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