Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
     


[image: ]
Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 31:1-9




Day One

1.  a.  Who wrote this passage?
     
b.  Who was his teacher?
     
2.  What lessons or principles for living did your mother teach you by word and/or example that you still remember?
     
3.  a.  What is King Lemuel specifically warned against?
     
b.  What reasons are given for these warnings?
     
c.  What is he called to do?
     
4.  a.  Why do you think Christians must remember what they are “called out of” - as well as what they are “called to”?
     
b.  What principles do you see in these verses?
Matthew 18:6-9
     
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
     
1 Peter 2:9
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 31:10-31



Day Two

1.  Consider the “virtuous wife” or “woman” in Proverbs 31:10-31.
a.  Define virtuous:
     
b.  What is character?
     
c.  What do you see in these verses about the virtuous wife’s character?
     
2.  Challenge Question:  In what ways can the Body of Christ - His Bride, reflect the character of the “virtuous wife”?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 31:10-31




Day Three

1.  Describe the tasks the “virtuous wife” engages in.
     
2.  Challenge Question:  In what ways can or does the Church reflect her work and her attitudes toward her work?
     
3.  How can mothers and fathers affirm the importance of the wife’s tasks in the home to their daughters?
     
4.  What are some ways husbands can affirm their wives in their role as a “virtuous wife”?
     


31:16-18 There are many wealthy women noted in Scripture as well as in numerous documents of the time. When many ancient documents of the woman Babatha were dis-covered, they found her marriage certificate and a document conveying inherited land to her, which included a profitable date grove and provisions for a large dowry for her daughter.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 31:10-31




Days Four & Five

1.  What is the source of the virtuous wife’s strength?
     
2.  In what ways does she prepare herself and her household to face the future?
     
3.  How does a virtuous wife relate to and complete her husband?
     31:22-24 The talents of the women of the time were greatly appreciated. We see this in an epitaph on a Roman woman's grave. It reads, "Stranger what I have to say is short. Stop and read it through. This is the unlovely tomb of a lovely woman. Her parents named her Claudia. She loved her husband with her whole heart. She bore two sons, one of which she leaves on earth, the other she placed beneath the earth. She was charming in conversation, yet her conduct was appropriate. She kept house, she made wool."

4.  a.  What do the virtuous wife’s children call her?
     
b.  Define blessed: 
     
5.  a.  What does her husband say about her?
     
b.  What can we do to teach our sons to hold these qualities in higher regard than mere physical beauty?
     
6.  Personal Application:  Are you anxious to receive the “fruit” of your hands?  If not, what will you do about it?
     
7.  How has this study of Proverbs changed your life? 
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