Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER FIVE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Read all of Proverbs Chapter 5





Day One

1.  What is the main theme of this proverb?
     
2.  Do you think the warnings in this proverb apply to women as well as to men?  Explain your answer.
     
3.  Read Genesis 2:18-24.  Briefly tell how the institution of marriage was first established by God.
     





God knew Adam's need for a companion, "that it was not good for man to be alone."  God allowed Adam to know that there was no suitable helper for him among the animals.  God prepared him physically, emo-tionally, and mentally to be ready to receive the perfect gift of Eve as his wife, that she would become, "one with him."  Likewise, God continues to use this pattern to bring people to Himself.  He allows us to see our need by experiencing the in-adequacy and futility of all other options for fulfillment.  Then He offers us the perfect gift of Jesus Christ who brings physical, emotional, and mental changes that allow us to be one with God who created us.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 5:1-6 




Day Two

1.  What do you think is different about today’s world that makes it even more important for us as women to have wisdom concerning sexual sin and adultery?
     
2.  What does the wise father say to his son in these beginning verses?
     
3.  Why must we understand the dangers of such things according to these verses?
     
4.  How does seduction begin according to verse 3?
     
5.  And how does it end?    
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 5:7-14




Day Three

1.  How can “young men” avoid the snare of the “immoral woman”?
     
2.  a.  What are some of the consequences listed here if one does not obey these warnings and gives in to this temptation?
     
b.  What can be some of the physical consequences in today’s world, of this kind of behavior?   
     
c.  What will happen to this person “in the midst of the assembly and congregation”?
     
3.  Read Genesis 39:1-12.  Contrast the proper response of Joseph to this kind of temptation.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 5:15-19 




Day Four

1.  How is the imagery of water in these verses compared to a faithful marriage?
     
2.  How is it compared to the sin of infidelity?
     
3.  How does the phrase “rejoice with the wife of your youth” describe God’s ideal marriage?
     
4.  a.  Read Malachi 2:16.  What does God say about divorce?
     
b.  Read Ephesians 5:22-33.  How is marriage a picture of Christ and His church?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 5:20-23




Day Five

1.  Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-5.  How would obedience to these verses help a spouse be less vulnerable to the sin in verse 20 of our passage?
     
2.  a.  What truth about God are we reminded of in verse 21?
     
b.  How might this truth help to keep us from sexual sin?
     
c.  How does the word “ponder” in this verse help us to know that by His grace, God allows us time to repent if we’ve been guilty of this sin in the past?
     
3.  What is it that “entraps” the wicked man?
     
4.  What do we see happening in our current culture because of a “lack of instruction” in this area of life?   How can verse 23 be seen in today’s world? 
     
5.  Read Matthew 19:8-9 and 1 Corinthians 7:10-16.  How is God’s grace concerning divorce shown in these verses?
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