Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 24:1-7, 30-34




“The Christian is the only person in the world who should be envied.  The apparent blessings that wicked men receive are God’s heavy curses.  If we stand right with heaven, every cross is a blessing, and every blessing is a pledge of future happiness.  If we are not in God’s favor, all his benefits are judgments, and every judgment prepares the way for perdition.”  
From Proverbs by Charles Bridges

Days One & Two

1.  Read Psalm 73 and compare it with Proverbs 24:1-2
a.  Why do you think we might be tempted to envy “evil men”?
     
b.  How did the psalmist Asaph encourage himself in the Lord when he experienced this kind of temptation?
     
2.  Compare Proverbs 24:3-4 with verses 30-34.
a.  How is a house…
· built?
     
· established?
     
· filled?
     
b.  How do you think we build a house through wisdom?
     
c.  How does understanding establish it?
     
d.  What kind of knowledge fills its rooms (chambers) with precious and pleasant riches?  (See James 3:17)
     
e.  Define perseverance: 
     
f.  What do verses 30-34 teach you about a lack of persistence and perseverance?
     
3.  The NKJV translates verse 6 this way - “For by wise counsel you will wage your own war…”  What war are you waging and by what wise counsel are you waging it? 
     
4.  Why is wisdom too “lofty” (high) for a fool?  (See Psalm 10:4-6)
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 24:8-18



Day Three

1.  a.  What truly reveals our strength?
     
b.  Define or do a word study of the word adversity:
     
2.  How are verses 11 and 12 a picture of negligence?
     
3.  Read John 10:1-18
a.  What is the difference between the shepherd and the hireling?
     
b.  What does the shepherd do in Proverbs 24:11-12?
     
c.  What does the hireling do?
     
d.  Personal application:  Which are you?
     
4.  What do you think verses 13 and 14 mean?
     
5.  What do we learn about those who fall in verses 15-18?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 22:17-24:22

Gary Brady in his book, Heavenly Wisdom, Proverbs Simply Explained, tells us how we should respond to these “wise sayings.”  He says we must first respond “with faith.”  All this teaching will do us no good unless it leads us to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We must also respond “with humility” by recognizing that we need help so that we might make proper use of what we have learned.  And finally, we should respond “with confidence” in the truth of God’s reliable words.  Jesus spoke of building our lives on such words as being like a wise man building his house on rock.  To fail to build our house on them is to be like the foolish man building on sand.  Whatever the question is, we can be sure that the answer is to be found here in God’s Word.



Day Four

Our Lord has asked much of us in the Proverbs - to whom much is given - much is required (Luke 12:48).  In Proverbs 22:17-21 we are given a format that we can apply to all of the Word of God.  We are to listen to it, apply our heart to the knowledge it contains and obey it - “So that your trust may be in the Lord” (verse 19).  From 22:22-24:22 there is a kind of recap of many of the lessons that we have been learning.  It is arranged in 30 wise sayings - that we may know the certainty of the words of truth and that we may answer words of truth.  Write out 10 of the 30 wise sayings that mean the most to you.  Please give verses.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 24:23-29
More sayings of the wise




Day Five

1.  a.  What do verses 23-26 teach us about being straightforward with our words?
     
b.  What is the difference between someone who is straightforward and honest and someone who is tactless and rude?
     
2.  Compare verse 27 with Proverbs 27:23-27.  What do you think 24:27 is talking about?
     
3.  a.  Why do you think we are so quick to have the attitude portrayed in verse 29?
     
b.  What did Jesus say we should do instead in Matthew 5:39-44?
     
c.  How is this kind of response possible?  (Watch for your opportunity to practice this.) 
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