Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER EIGHT

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs chapter 8




Days One & Two

1.  Read John chapter 5.
a.  What are some ways that Jesus reveals that He is God in John 5?
     
b.  Write out John 5:39:
     
c.  What do you think verse 39 means?
     
2.  How does Proverbs 8 testify of Jesus?  (Give some of the phrases, verses or ideas that ultimately speak of Him)
     
3.  Challenge Question:  Why would seeking wisdom without seeking the Lord Jesus Christ ultimately prove to be fruitless?
     

8:1-3 In these verses wisdom is calling out from three of the busiest places in the ancient world. She calls from the crossroads where travelers met to exchange news and to trade goods. She calls from the hills, places where worship often took place and she calls from the city gate where the judges sat and where important business took place.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 8:1-11





Day Three

1.  How do you think the words of our mouth reflect the wisdom that is in our heart?
     
2.  What ways does wisdom speak?  (verses 6-9)
     
3.  Would this accurately describe the content of your speech?
     
4.  Read Ephesians 4:29-32 and answer the following questions:
a.  Since verse 29 begins with the word “Let” - what does that tell you about your ability to control what comes out of your mouth?
     
b.  Where do you think the problem really lies when your mouth is out of control?
     
c.  What does kindness look like?
     
5.  a.  In light of Proverbs 8:5, what does IQ (intelligence) have to do with wisdom?
     
b.  How do you think we can “be of an understanding heart”?
     
6.  Verse 10 tells us “Receive my instruction…”  What does that mean to you?
     
7.  a.  Do you agree with verse 11?
     
b.  What do you think a life that reflects this kind of devotion to wisdom looks like?
     
c.  Challenge Question:  Why would Solomon be particularly suited to knowing the truth of this statement?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 8:12-21



Day Four

1.  What is associated with wisdom in verse 12?
     
2.  a.  What is associated with “the fear of the Lord”?
     
b.  What examples of “evil” are given and how would you define each?
     
c.  Why do you think “Wisdom” hates these things? 
     
3.  Do you hate what God hates?  How do you know?
     
4.  Solomon knew great wealth and power, but what are some of the ways that he shows how much value he placed upon wisdom?
     
5.  a.  Do you value wisdom from and a relationship with God more than wealth and power?
     
b.  How has your life reflected your priorities?
     
c.  What would you like to begin doing differently?
     


8:29 The people of the day would have understood this description as the Canaanite religion. The sea represented a force of chaos and disorder.  In Job 38:8-11, the Lord took the sea prisoner by defining its borders.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 8:22-35



Day Five

1.  How does “Wisdom’s” description of creation give you added insight into the love of Almighty God for you?
     
2.  What is the “therefore” of verse 32 there for?
     
3.  Verse 32 tells us that keeping the “ways” of Wisdom results in blessing.  Can you think of a way that you have seen this truth in your own life?
     
4.  Can you see the gospel in Wisdom’s words in verses 32-36?  How?
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