Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 17:1-5




Day One

1.  a.  Explain in your own words what verse one means.
     
b.  How can you apply this to your own home?
     
2.  a.  Why do you think it is better to be a wise servant than a ruler’s son in verse 2?
     
b.  What are your ambitions?
     
c.  What inheritance do you have?  (see Ephesians 2:7)
     
3.  a.  What happens to silver and gold in the refining pot and furnace?
     
b.  How does God refine us?
     
4.  In verse 4 and 5, four sins are mentioned.  List them.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 17:6-11




Day Two

1.  a.  What crown is mentioned in verse 6?
     
b.  Have you been or are you now a crown to your grandparents?
     
c.  How would you train young people to treat their grandparents?
     
d.  If you have children, are you a glory to them?
     
e.  What are some specific ways you can be a glory to your children?
     
2.  Write verse 7 in your own words and explain why you think it is true.
     
3.  According to the following verses, what are the precious gifts (“presents” v. 8) God has given you?
John 1:1717:8  This verse probably refers to the common practice of the time where one would give a gift with the expectation of receiving a favor. 

     
John 4:10
     
John 6:32-33
     
John 7:37-39
     
John 13:15
     
John 14:27
     
John 15:16
     
John 17:8
     
John 17:22
     
4.  Explain why you think Proverbs 17:9 is true.
     
5.  a.  Classify the people in verses 10-11.
     
b.  Which are you?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 17:12-17




Day Three

1.  Why do you think it would it be better to meet an angry bear robbed of her cubs than to meet a fool in his folly?
     
2.  What is the consequence for someone who rewards evil for good?
     
3.  a.  What happens when you start “releasing water”?
     
b.  Explain how this is like strife.
     
c.  What advice is given?
     
4.  a.  What are 2 abominations that are alike to the Lord?
     
b.  Give an example for each in the world today.
     
5.  Why do some people remain fools according to verse 16?
     
6.  Describe a friend or a brother who has “been there” for you.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 17:18-23




Day Four17:19  The typical house of that time consisted of four to six rooms built around a central courtyard. The courtyard was similar to our modern hallways. You entered the courtyard through the front door or the gateway. All other rooms in the house were accessed from the courtyard. The house gateways were normally only four feet high and may have been built this low to keep thieves from riding horses into the courtyard.  In this verse, the writer of the Proverbs is telling us that building your gate high is asking for trouble.


1.  List 7 things that lead to sorrow.
     
2.  a.  How do you think a “merry heart” works like medicine?
     
b.  Conversely, how does a broken spirit dry the bones?
     
3.  Why do wicked men receive bribes?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 17:24-28




Day Five

1.  Describe the difference between a wise man and a fool.
     
2.  How is a foolish son a shame to his parents?
     
3.  What 2 things are not good in verse 26?
     
4.  What are 2 good practices to follow in verse 27?
     
5.  If you desire to be counted wise, what advice should you heed?
     
6.  Read over this chapter one more time.  What verse or verses stand out to you at this time of your life?  Explain why.
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