Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 15:1-4




Day One

1.  a.  Personal Application:  Prayerfully consider which best describes you - a “soft answer” or a “harsh” (grievous) word?
     
b.  What is the result of a soft answer?
     
c.  What is the result of a “harsh” word?
     
d.  Consider how you might best use the wisdom of verse 1 in your own life this week.  (You may wish to write down how you intend to do this.)
     
e.  Why is there value in meditating upon the use of a principle from the Word of God?
     
f.  Do you have an example of how you have seen the truth of this verse that you would like to share with your group?
     
2.  Does your tongue reflect the knowledge you possess?  Why or why not?
     
3.  Read Galatians 5:13-25.   How does walking in the Spirit (verse 16) relate to Proverbs 15:1-2?
     
4.  a.  What does it mean to you that God is “keeping watch” in verse 3?
     
b.  Define omnipresence:
     
5.  a.  What do you think is meant by a “wholesome tongue”?
     
b.  What do you think is meant by “perverseness” in the use of our tongue?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 15:5-12



Day Two

1.  a.  Describe what could be considered “treasure” in the house of the righteous?
     
b.  What kind of trouble could go along with the “revenues of the wicked”?
     
2.  a.  Define abomination in verses 8-9:
     
b.  Read 1 Samuel 15:1-23.  What examples do you find in this passage that illustrate Proverbs 15:8-10?
     
3.  a.  Define omniscience:
     
b.  Are you glad that your heart is “before the Lord”?
     
4.  What does verse 12 tell you about your reaction to correction from the Lord?
     
Moses delivered the Ten Commandments to the Israelites in Exodus 20.  God gave these commandments to His people so they might know how they should live.  The first four commandments deal with our responsibility or duty to God.  Have no other God, make no idols to replace God, do not dishonor the name of the Lord, and keep the Sabbath holy.  The second set of commands explains our duty to ourselves and others.  Honor your father and mother, do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not lie about anyone, and never burn with jealousy for your neighbors stuff.  It's not by accident that God places Himself at the top of His list.  Remember to keep God and His commands at the top of your "to do list".
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 15:13-20




Day Three

1.  What are the advantages of a “merry heart”?
     
2.  How do verses 16-17 remind us what we truly need to make a happy home?
     
3.  a.  What kind of person stirs up strife?
     
b.  Personal application:  Which follows you - peace or strife?
     
4.  a.  Which one of the Ten Commandments is the foolish man of verse 20 breaking?
     
b.  Why do you think God included a commandment about our treatment of our parents?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 15:21-25




Day Four

1.  Read Ephesians 5:15-21.  In these verses, Paul mentions some ways that “a man of understanding” would walk in order to walk uprightly. (verse 21)  What are they?
     
2.  How could verse 23 apply to sharing the gospel?
     
3.  What do you think “the way of life” is from verse 24?
     
4.  How does God “establish the border of the widow” according to these verses?
Psalm 68:5-6
     
Psalm 146:9
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 15:26-33




Day Five

1.  Why is verse 27 true?
     
2.  Compare verse 28 with 1 Peter 3:15 and 2 Timothy 2:15.  How can we be prepared, no matter what the question or conversation, to answer in a manner that will honor our Lord?
     
3.  What insight do verses 31-33 give you about keeping a teachable heart?
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