Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWELVE

Talking points from the previous lecture –
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 12:1-4, 7




Day One

1.  Give an example of a time when you loved instruction and a time when you hated correction (reproof).
     
2.  a.  How do verses 2, 3, and 7 compare with Matthew 7:24-27?
     
b.  Where is your “root” anchored?  See Hebrews 6:19-20.
     
3.  a.  Challenge Question:  Name an “excellent wife” from the Bible and tell why you picked her.
     
b.  Now name one from the Bible who caused “shame” and tell why.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 12:5,6, and 8-11




Day Two

1.  Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  How is the righteous person demonstrating love in Proverbs 12:5-6?
     
2.  Can you recall a time when you commended a person, as in verse 8, because of his wisdom?   Tell about it.
     
3.  How can you apply verse 9 to today’s materialistic society?
     
4.  a.  How does verse 10 show God’s concern for animals? 
     
b.  Compare Deuteronomy 25:4.  What do you think this verse means?
     
5.  How does your spiritual life illustrate the truth of verse 11 with regard to how you spend your energy and where your priorities lie?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 12:12-15




Day Three
MP Dunleavey wrote that the expansion of the “storage industry” is a manifestation of materialism run amok.  The consumer is encouraged to want all the things other people have even though they can’t afford to buy them.  She calls this a “financial fantasy mind-set.”  The relentless focus is on wanting, having, and owning - and using your credit card or your home equity to cover it.  So we now have crates of things we don’t need, stuffed into compart-ments where we never see them.  And buying all that stuff didn’t add up to what we had hoped.  It didn’t make us any happier.
MSN/Money

1.  a.  Define the word covet:
     
b.  How is today’s society enticed to covet?  Give an example.
     
c.  What do you think the second half of verse 12 means?
     
2.  a.  Rewrite verses 13 and 14 in today’s language.
     
b.  Can you think of a time in your life when you were glad you followed this proverb?
     
3.  a.  Read Luke 18:9-14.  How is the Pharisee acting like the fool in Proverbs 12:15?
     
b.  What counsel would you give someone like him?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 12:16-23




Day Four

1.  a.  Read these verses along with Proverbs 11:13, 13:16, 19:11, 20:19 and 29:11.  Briefly describe how a foolish friend acts compared with a prudent (wise) friend?
     
b.  What kind of friend are you?
     
2.  Make 2 lists based on verses 17-22:
Benefits of Truthfulness                                                  The Cost of Lying
	     

	     



3.  Does God seem to be emphasizing something in these verses?  What do you think it is?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 12:24-28



“One of the great characteristics of God is His care for His creatures.  When he begins to work salvation in a man’s heart, He always brings the work to completion in the end.  One of Christ’s seven words from the cross was: ‘It is finished!”  
Heavenly Wisdom, Proverbs Simply Explained by Gary Brady

Day Five

1.  a.  What is man’s “precious possession”?
     
b.  What is the opposite?
     
c.  Have you ever associated procrastination with laziness?
     
d.  In what area of your life do you most need diligence?     
     
e.  Try to do one thing this next week that you’ve been putting off.  What is it and how will you accomplish it?
     
2.  Share about a time when someone’s “good word” made you glad.
     
3.  How can we be friends with the unsaved and not be led astray?
     
4.  Read John 11:25-26.  Why is there “no death,” as in verse 28, for a child of God?
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