Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 28:1-7




Days One & Two

1.  a.  What does verse 1 tell you about the wicked?
     
b.  What do the following verses add to our understanding?28:3 In the Bible "poor" refers to people whose lives were difficult (widows and orphans), people who had been displaced by war and people who had nothing. The law of Moses was very specific about how the poor should be cared for. It was considered a direct insult to the Lord when the poor were mistreated. This is why the idea of the poor mistreating the poor was so abhorrent. When a poor person would gain and misuse authority over another poor person, the crime was considered twice as bad because that poor person should remember what it had been like to suffer.

Leviticus 26:17 and 36
     
Psalm 53:5
     
c.  Contrary to the wicked, how are the righteous viewed?
     
2.  What do you think verse 2 means?
     
3.  How does Jesus’ parable in Matthew 18:23-35 illustrate the truth of Proverbs 28:3?
     
4.  a.  Have you ever been in a position to “contend” with the wicked as you have kept the “law”?  (verse 4)  What happened?
     
b.  Challenge Question:  What does keeping the law mean in the context of being a Christian?
     
c.  Do you think believers, who hold the Word of God in high regard should be ready to “contend” with the wicked about the Word?  Why?
     
d.  How do you think we can prepare ourselves to do this?
     
5.  a.  Do you believe verse 5?
     
b.  How has its truth impacted your life?
     
6.  If it is better to be poor and upright then perverse and rich (verse 6) why do you think so many Christians place the earning of money above the pursuit of God?
     
7.  How can we convey the truth of verse 7 to our children?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 28:8-14



Day Three

1.  What principle do you see in verse 8?
     
2.  What does verse 9 tell you about those who come to God their own way and think He hears them?
     
3.  Compare verse 10 with Matthew 5:19, 18:6, and 23:15.  How does our Lord view those who would lead others astray?
     
4.  a.  In light of verse 11 and many other passages that we have seen in Proverbs, does wealth always indicate wisdom?  Does poverty?
     
b.  What do you think is an indication of wisdom?
     
5.  How do the following verses reinforce the truth of verse 13?
Psalm 32:3-5
     
1 John 1:8-10
     
6.  Give some examples of attitudes that could cause a hardening of our heart.  (verse 14)
     


28:15  In ancient Israel, wild beasts were a real danger and a valid source of fear. There were lions, bears, leopards, wolves and jackals. Archeologists have unearthed the remains of lions and bears at Biblical sites. Leopards still roam parts of the Negev.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 28:15-21




Day Four

1.  How do you think covetousness could lead to oppression?  (verse 16)
     
2.  a.  How does verse 17 reveal the seriousness and ultimate consequence of murder?
     
b.  How has our society hardened itself to the consequences of murder?
     
c.  Why and how must Christians fight this kind of hardness in themselves?
     
3.  Challenge Question:  What makes an upright walk possible?  (verse 18)  
     
4.  a.  Do a word study for faithful:  (verse 20)
     
b.  Why do you think faithfulness is contrasted with hastening to become rich?
     
5.  Give some examples of ways that Christians are prone to showing partiality.  (verse 21)
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 28:22-28



Day Five

1.  Has your study of Proverbs changed your view of what it means to be rebuked?  How?
     
2.  a.  What do you think robbing ones parents consists of in verse 24?
     
b.  What do our parents deserve from us, simply because they are our parents?
     
c.  How long has it been since you have taken the time to write a note of appreciation to your parents?  If they are living, why not take a moment to do this.  If your parents are not living consider writing a note to one of  your children or someone you know who may be in the middle of this important and sometimes difficult task.
     
3.  a.  What does pride lead to in verse 25?
     
b.  What does this verse show us in contrast?
     
4.  What do you think causes us to “hide” our eyes when it comes to the poor?
     
5.  a.  What happens when the “wicked arise”?
     
b.  What do you think believers should do when this happens?
     
c.  Read Matthew 5:13-16.  How might this passage be applicable to the situation that we see in Proverbs 28:28?
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