Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 14:1-3




Days One & Two

1.  Write out verse 1 and memorize it.  
     
2.  What does this verse mean to you?
     
3.  Read 1 Samuel 25.
a.  How does verse 3 describe Abigail?
     
b.  How would you describe the household in which she lived?
     
c.  Consider her words in verses 24-31.  What do they tell you about her?
     
d.  Do you think she reflects the wise woman who builds her house?  Why or why not?
     
4.  Read 1 Kings 21.  How did Jezebel influence her house?
     
5.  How would you describe your influence upon your house?
     
6.  How are you influencing the house of God?
     
7.  How could you apply verses 2 and 3 to building your house or tearing it down?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 14:4-14




Day Three

1.  Challenge Question:  Try to come up with your own example for the truth of verse 4.
     
2.  Since verse 6 is true, why would a Humanist find wisdom difficult to obtain?  (Note:  A simple definition of a Humanist is someone who defines life from a strictly human perspective, with no regard for God.)
     
3.  a.  Why is verse 7 good advice?1 Corinthians 1:18-20: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.’  Where is the wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the disputer of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?”

     
b.  How does verse 8 follow up the command given in verse 7?
     
4.  Look for the word “heart” in verses 10, 13, and 14.  How do these verses reflect the loneliness of man without God?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 14, verses 12, 15-22, and 31




Day Four

1.  a.  What does verse 12 tell you about the reliability of human thinking?
     
b.  Since this is so, upon what must we anchor our thinking?
     
c.  How will you do it?
     
d.  Would you say that you rely more on the truth of the Word of God or on your own thoughts, impressions, and feelings?
     
e.  How can we know that our thoughts, impressions, and feelings are from God or from ourselves?
     
2.  What principles for wise living do you see in verses 15-19?
     
3.  a.  How do your views about the poor line up with what we are told in verses 20-21 and verse 31?
     
b.  Define mercy:  James 2:5: “Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”

     
c.  What do you think it means to have “mercy on the poor”?
     
d.  What further aspect of mercy is seen in verse 22?
     
e.  What does Matthew 5:7 say?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 14:23-35




Day Five

1.  Write out verse 34 and memorize it:
     
2.  List examples of righteousness and examples of sin that you see in verses 23-35:
· Righteousness
     
· Sin:
     
3.  Challenge Questions:
a.  Can you see how sin is a reproach to our nation?
     
b.  Why is it important that our righteousness affect our nation?
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