OUTLINE OF PROVERBS

I.   Introduction  (1:1-7) - author, purpose, and key verse of the book

II.  Prologue  (1:8-9:18) - wisdom personified
     A.  Solomon’s advice  (1:8-19)
     B.  Wisdom speaks  (1:20-33)
     C.  Solomon’s advice  (2:1-7:27)
     D.  Wisdom speaks  (8:1-36)
     E.  Solomon’s advice  (9:1-18)

III.  Proverbs of Solomon  (10:1-22:16)

IV.  Sayings of the Wise  (22:17-24:34)
       A.  Introduction  (22:17-21)
       B.  Sayings of the Wise I  (22:22-24:22)
       C.  Sayings of the Wise II  (24:23-34)

V.  Proverbs of Solomon Transcribed by the Men of King Hezekiah  (25:1-29:27)

VI.  Words of Agur ben Jakeh  (30:1-33)

VII.  Words of King Lemuel  (31:1-31)
        A.  Motherly advice  (31:1-9)
        B.  The Excellent Wife  (31:10-31)     
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CHAPTER ONE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
[bookmark: Text3]     

[image: ]
Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs Chapter 1 





Day One

1.  What do you hope to achieve by attending a study of the book of Proverbs?
     
2.  What is a proverb? (define and/or do a word study: use a dictionary and/or a concordance. E-Sword online also gives the meaning of all the original Hebrew and Greek words of Scripture)
     
3.  a.  What area of your life tends toward “upside-downness” and how do you know?
     Del Tackett asks the question in The Truth Project, “Do you really believe that what you believe is really real?”  Our actions reflect what we believe to be really real and are the most reliable indicator of our beliefs.

b.  Beginning today, record any proverb that will help you walk upright in that area.  Build an arsenal and then don’t forget to use your weapons!
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 1:1 & 
1 Kings Chapter 1-11 


Day Two

What are some of the things that are said about Solomon’s wisdom in 1 Kings?  (please note chapter and verse)
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 1:1-6 





Day Three

1.  What are the purposes for which these proverbs were given?  (remember to note verses)	
     
2.  Please define the following words from verses 1-6.
· wisdom – 
     
· instruction – 
     
· perceive – 
     
· equity – 
     
· prudence (or subtlety) –
     
· discretion –
     
3.  Choose one of the words from question 2 and share why you would like to see that quality in your own life. 
     
4.  What does verse 5 mean to you?
     
5.  Verse 6 says, “…the words of the wise and their riddles (dark sayings).”  Why do you suppose the words of the wise would fall under the heading of “riddles”?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 1:7-9 



Day Four

1.  Please write out verse 7 and memorize it.
     
2.  a.  Whose “instruction” and “law” is a son to listen to?
     
b.  What does that tell you about a parent’s responsibility regarding the Word of God and their children?
     
c.  What are some effective methods you have found for planting the Word of God in the hearts of children?
     
d.  Why is it important for all of us to work together in making this a priority?
     
e.  Please take a moment to pray for those in your church who are involved in teaching your sons and daughters the Word of God – but remember, if you are a parent YOU are the one who will stand before God and answer for this privilege and responsibility.
     
3.  a.  How well do you think a parent would be able to teach principles they had no understanding of themselves?
     
b.  How significant is it then that a parent (or grandparent, or anyone who has influence in the life of a child) know what Proverbs teaches?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 1:10-33 



Day Five1 Timothy 6:9-10 - “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”


1.  Since verse 17 is true, what are some “nets” that are exposed to us in these verses?
     
2.  In an upside-down world what is the normal response to the cry of “wisdom”?
     
3.  a.  What consequences result from refusing to hear “wisdom”?
     
b.  What is the result of choosing to hear”?
     
4.  a.  What is said about the “fear of the Lord” in Proverbs 1?
     
b.  What else do these verses say about it?
Job 28:28
     “Wisdom is personified here.  In the Hebrew, the noun is a feminine plural, as though this Wisdom were the queen of all wisdoms, uniting in herself all their excellences.” 
From Albert Barnes Notes on the Bible.

Psalm 111:10
     
Proverbs 9:10
     
Ecclesiastes 12:13
     
c.  What does it mean to you to fear the Lord?
     
5.  What contrast do you see in verses 32-33?
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