Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Talking points from the previous lecture –  
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 18:1-5




Day One

1.  The NKJV translates verse 1: “A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; he rages against all wise judgment.”
a.  How and why do you think people isolate themselves?
     
b.  Compare this verse with Hebrews 10:24-25.  Instead of isolation, what does the Lord desire for His people?
     
c.  When is isolation dangerous?
     
d.  When could it be beneficial?
     
2.  a.  What kind of “understanding” do you think verse 2 is talking about?
     
b.  What does a fool delight in?
     
3.  Define or do a word study of dishonor (ignominy) as used in verse 3.
     
4.  What do you think the word picture in verse 4 is intending to teach us?18:4  Water is life giving. It was highly prized in the dry climate of the Middle East. 

     
5.  a.  In our society, how have you seen people “show partiality to the wicked”?  (verse 5)
     
b.  How have you seen people “overthrow the righteous in judgment”?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 18:6-11





Day Two

1.  How does a fool talk himself into trouble according to verses 6-8?
     
2.  Verse 9 says that the “slothful” (great waster) is brother to the destroyer.  Why do you think they are considered to be so closely related?
     
3.  Compare verses 10 and 11.
a.  What two kinds of people are spoken of here?
     
b.  Can a rich man also be righteous?
     
c.  What can we do to guard ourselves against placing our trust in our possessions?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 18:12-15




Day Three

1.  Compare verse 12 with Proverbs 1:7, 9:10 and Matthew 22:36-40.
a.  What would you say is at the root of haughtiness?
     
b.  What do you think is a root of humility?’
     
c.  How does an attitude of haughtiness or humility reveal our attitude toward what Jesus said in Matthew 22:36-40?
     
2.  a.  How does the action spoken of in verse 13 reveal pride?
     
b.  What is the result?18:18  Casting lots was common during Biblical times. It was done to help make decisions, equivalent to flipping a coin or drawing straws.  Scripture does not give us any specifics about what materials were used in casting lots. Some historians have speculated that it was colored stones or pieces of wood that were placed in a bag or jar. The items would have been rolled around in the container and then poured out or cast out on the ground. The order in which the pieces of stone or wood lined up may have determined the course of action.  In Acts 1:24-26, the Apostles cast lots to select Matthias as Judas's successor. 

     
c.  Why is it important to be a good listener?
     
3.  Compare verse 14 with Proverbs 15:13 and 17:22.
a.  Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24.  Who can preserve our spirit, soul, and body?
     
b.  Define or do a word study of the following verses.
· spirit -
     
· soul -
     
· body -
     
4.  What kind of knowledge do you think verse 15 is talking about?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 18:16-20



Day Four

1.  In what way could verse 16 be good and in what way might it be bad?
     
2.  Does your life consist of substance that will stand up to scrutiny?  (verse 17)  How do you know?
     
3.  a.  Have you experienced the truth of verse 19?
     
b.  Has your experience taught you the importance of forgiveness?  How?
     
c.  What do these verses teach us?
Matthew 5:38-46
     
Matthew 6:12-14
     
Luke 6:35-37
     
Luke 17:3
     
Ephesians 4:32
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 18:21-24




Day Five

1.  How do Matthew 12:31-37 and James 3:1-13 reveal the truth of Proverbs 18:21
     
2.  a.  If you are married, do you consider your spouse a blessing?  (verse 22)
     
b.  What can you do (not just say) this week to show them that you do?
     
3.  What does verse 24 teach us about friends?  (Does your Bible have a footnote about this verse?  If so, what does it say?)
     
4.  Challenge Question:  Who is always our friend and what does that mean to you?
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