Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs


CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 22:1-6




Day One

1.  a.  What 2 good choices are given in verse 1?
     
b.  Why do you think these things are better than riches, silver or gold?
     
2.  a.  What is your first impression as you read verse 2?
     
b.  How does verse 2 relate to verse 1?
     
3.  Give an example illustrating verse 3, either from the world or from you own life.
     
4.  a.  What do riches, honor, and life depend on?
     
b.  Is this what we see the world teaching?
     
c.  What do you believe these riches, honor, and life would include?
     
5.  a.  Define or do a word study for perverse: (“froward” in KJV).
     
b.  How can we escape snares?
     
6.  a.  Define or do a word study for train:
     
b.  How would you train up a child?  What would you include in your training manual?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 22:7-13





Day Two

1.  a.  What 2 kinds of rulers are in verse 7?
     
b.  What implications are there in this verse?
     
2.  a.  In verses 8-9, what are the 2 unfailing laws?
     
b.  What is the result of each?
     
3.  Why do you think verse 10 is true?
     
4.  a.  What do you think “purity of heart” means? 
     
b.  Give reasons why we should love “purity of heart.”
     
5. a.  What are 2 works of God according to verse 12?
     
b.  Does this encourage or convict you?  Explain.
     
6.  a.  Why do you think a “lazy man” would speak such a thing as in verse 13?Del Tackett asks the question, “What is work?”  Even Christians can have a negative attitude about this four letter word, seeing it as part of the curse.  But those of us who believe the truth of God’s Word should see “creative labor” as a “glorious privilege.”  “It flows out of the heart of God Himself, who labored six days to bring the world into existence, stamped His inventive and energetic image upon mankind, and placed Adam in the garden to tend it, beautify it, and increase its productivity.  The creativity of man, then, while subject to the effects of the fall, is nevertheless a mirror-image of the creativity of God.  It is designed to be a source of joy so fulfilling and wonderful that the Lord deemed it necessary to give us the fourth commandment in order to insure that we would set our work aside and rest at least one day a week!”  
From The Truth Project, Lesson Guide 11 - Labor: Created to Create  


     
b.  Give an example of this in the world today.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 22:14-19




Day Three

1.  Explain the meaning of verse 14 and give an example that illustrates your explanation.
     
2.  How does verse 15 relate to:
Proverbs 22:6
     
Proverbs 19:18
     
3.  a.  What are 2 causes of “want” in verse 16:
     
b.  Why do you think “want” occurs in these 2 situations?
     
4.  a.  List the commands in verse 17.
     
b.  List the reasons given in verses 18-19 for these commands.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 22:20-25



Day Four

1.  Why were these particular proverbs written?
     
2.  a.  How are we to treat the poor?
     
b.  For what reason?
     
3.  What type of people are we to avoid?  Why?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 22:26-29




Day Five

1.  Why should we not be one who shakes hands in a pledge?
     
2.  What is a surety for debt and why would avoiding it be good?
     
3.  What do you think verse 27 means?
     
4.  a.  What do landmarks represent?  (see Deuteronomy 19:14)
     
b.  What would a person be doing if he moved an ancient landmark?  
     
5.  a.  What are 2 blessings of a diligent worker?
     
b.  As people see you out in the world, what characteristics do they see in you?
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