Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 26:1-12





Days One & Two

1.  a.  Do a word study of the word “fool.”
     
b.  According to Psalm 14:1 what is the definition of a fool?
     
2.  What do you think is our greatest defense against becoming a fool?
     
3.  When you encounter a fool, what are some of the instructions from this passage that would be important for you to remember?  (List the verse and tell why you chose it.)
     
4.  Challenge Question:  Using the definition from question 1a and b, can you think of a “fool” that Jesus encountered and how He dealt with him or her?
     
5.  What do you think verses 4 and 5 are talking about?  (It may be helpful to look for footnotes or check a commentary if you have one.)
     
6.  Read 2 Peter 2:10-2226:8  A rock tied tightly in the loading area of a slingshot will not fly when the slingshot is released. It could however, swing back and hit the one who shot it.

a.  Which verse in Proverbs 26 does Peter quote and what is he talking about when he does?
     
b.  Why is this such a good illustration?
     
7.  According to Proverbs 26:12, who is worse off than a fool?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 26:13-16



Day Three

1.  What kind of man are these verses talking about?
     
2.  Write a description of him from verses 13-16:
     
3.  What do you think is the most important thing that you can do that will keep you from being lazy or slothful?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 26:17-23




Day Four

1.  a.  Why do you think we are tempted to interfere with strife that does not directly affect us?
     
b.  What does verse 17 tell us we are getting into if we do?
     
c.  What alternatives are there to not minding our own business and why might they be more effective anyway?
     
2.  a  When is “joking” or “sport” inappropriate?
     
b.  What is this excuse of verse 19 really covering up?
     
3.  Write out verse 20 and memorize it.
     
4.  a.  What do you normally do when someone tells you a tale?
     26:23   Clay pots were sometimes made to look prettier and more expensive than they were by the application of a transparent glaze. It made the pot appear smoother but it did not change the structure of the pot at all. Flaws were simply hidden.

b.  What do you think verse 22 means?
     
c.  What are some consequences that you can think of that follow someone who is a “talebearer”?
     
5.  Why do you think “fervent lips” and a “wicked heart” are such a common combination?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 26:24-28 and 1 Corinthians 13




Day Five

1.  When people try to cover hatred with their words what happens to them?
     
2.  What do you think it means to lay up deceit within yourself (verse 24)?
     
3.  Read Psalm 28:3-5
a.  How is hatred or iniquity revealed, even though a verbal cover-up it attempted?
     
b.  If we hate someone, who else do we really have contempt for?  Why?
     
4.  According to today’s verses what does “hate” look like?
     
5.  How does love’s response differ from hate’s?
     
6.  How does verse 27 warn us against the attitudes and actions of verses 24-26?
     
7.  Challenge Question:  What response are we capable of when we belong to the Lord that is superior to hatred and why is it better?
     

7
Lesson 26			 
image1.wmf

image10.wmf

