Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER ELEVEN

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
     


[image: ]
Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 11:1-8




Days One & Two

1.  Challenge Question:  What is honesty?
     
2.  What does verse 1 have to do with honesty?
     
3.  How important do you think honesty is to God?  Why?
     
4.  How much dishonesty does it take to make someone a dishonest person?
     
5.  Are you honest?Although we have a Dept. of Weights and Measures, U.S. consumers overall are paying for 670 million additional gallons of gasoline annually because expanded fuel is being sold at temperatures above the 60-degree standard.  This means that we don’t receive a full gallon of gas at the pump because hot weather changes the amount of gas energy that is actually pumped.   Fuel dispersers are available to fix the problem but are not used in the U.S.  This number does not include an additional 90 million gallons of diesel sold because of the expansion.  So, consumer losses in warm states are ten times larger than consumer gains in cool states.  
John Siebert, Independent Drivers Association


     
6.  Read Leviticus 19:35-37 (Read NIV if possible).  Why do you think God would tell them what to do and then remind them who He is?
     
7.  What do the following verses say regarding what is honest and just:
Philippians 4:8
     
2 Corinthians 8:21
     
1 Peter 2:12
     
8.  Define pride:
     
9.  Define shame: 
     
10.  How do verses 3-8 reveal the spiritual principle of sowing and reaping?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 11:9-14




Day Three

1.  What do you learn from these verses about being a good neighbor?
     
2.  a.  How should the righteous or upright affect their community?
     
b.  How does wickedness affect a community?
     
c.  What do you think it means to be a good citizen?
     
d.  What are you doing to affect our community for righteousness?
     
3.  a.  Compare a “talebearer” and “he who is of a faithful spirit.”
     
b.  Can you keep a secret?
     
c.  Why do you think it is an important quality to cultivate in your life?
     
d.  Why might it be a good idea not to seek to know everything about everyone?
     
4.  Why do you think there is safety in “the multitude of counselors”?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 11:15-22


Esther was a “gracious woman” who used her influence over a heathen husband for the good of her nation.  
Esther 7:3-4, 9:12-13 &25.

Day Four

1.  Verse 16 speaks of a “gracious woman.”  Share with your group about a gracious woman you know or have known and why you consider her gracious.
     
2.  How do verses 17-19 show that the person who is cruel, wicked and evil is his own worst enemy?
     
3.  Challenge Question:  What woman from Scripture can you think of who best fits the description of verse 22?  Share why you picked the person you did.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 11:23-31




Day Five

1.  Using verses 24-26, describe one who is generous and one who is stingy:
     
2.  a.  Write out and memorize verse 30.
     
b.  Why do you think this verse is true?
     
c.  What does the idea of winning souls mean to you?
     
3.  Read 1 Peter 4:12-19.  What insights does it give you into the meaning of Proverbs 11:31?
     
4.  Which verse of chapter 11 spoke to you the loudest and what are you going to do about it?
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