Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
     

Review:  How did you do with the goal you set for yourself in our study of Proverbs 12?  Did you do the thing that you had been putting off?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 13:1-5




Day One

1.  What do these verses teach us about our mouth?
     
2.  What do you think “the fruit” of your mouth means?
     
3.  a.  What does it mean to “keep” your mouth?
     
b.  What do these verses say about our mouths?
Psalm 39:1
     
Proverbs 21:23
     
James 3:2-8
     
“Righteousness” is like a bodyguard for the blameless man.  But for the confirmed sinner, “wickedness” is like an opponent who will eventually bring him down - like a wrestler securing a fall.  And the sad truth is that it is his own wickedness that overthrows him because he is bent on his own way, the sure road to destruction.
[image: ]
Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 13:6-15




Days Two & Three

1.  Share a time when you know that “righteousness” guarded (kept) you:
     
2.  a.  What are your thoughts about riches?
     
b.  Do you and God think the same way about riches?  How do you know?
     
3.  a.  Define strife: (contention)
     
b.  What is the cause of “strife”?
     
c.  Why do you think that pride is contrasted with being “well-advised”?
     
4.  Define hope: 
     
5.  What do the following verses tell us about hope:
Psalm 39:7
     
Psalm 146:5
     
Romans 12:12
     
Hebrews 6:18-19
     
6.  Verse 13 speaks of those who despise “the word” and those who fear it.  
a.  Do a word study of despise:
     
b.  Do a word study of fear: 
     
c.  Share what you think verse 13 means.
     
7.  a.  Why do you think the way of the transgressor is hard:
     
b.  Have you ever experienced this?  How?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 13:16-20



Day Four

1.  a.  What is an “ambassador”?
     
b.  What does it mean to you to be a “faithful ambassador” for Jesus Christ?
     
2.  a.  What does verse 20 tell you about the kind of relationships you should cultivate?
     
b.  How do these verses add to your understanding?
Psalm 1:1
     
Psalm 84:10
     
Matthew 15:14
     
1 Corinthians 15:33
     
c.  How might you convey the truth of this verse to a child under the age of 10?
     
d.  …to a teenager?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 13:21-25



“This is a basic theme/general principle throughout Proverbs and is illustrated throughout the Old Testament, which establishes that righteousness brings divine blessing and evil brings divine cursing.”  
Commentary notes for Proverbs 13:21 from The MacArthur Study Bible (NKJV)

Day Five

1.  Give an example of both aspects of the truth we see in verse 21:
     
2.  a.  Which verse reveals the error in the bumper sticker: “I’m spending my children’s inheritance!”  Why is this view wrong?
     
b.  Is money the only inheritance that we can leave?
     
c.  What inheritance are you leaving to your children or to others you love?
     
3.  a.  How does verse 24 challenge current, politically correct views regarding the raising of and discipline of children?
     
b.  Read Hebrews 12:5-11.  What is God’s view?
     
c.  Whose report will you believe?
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