Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 21:1-6




Day One
Ezra 6:22 gives us an example of Proverbs 21:1 when the children of Israel were allowed to return from captivity to rebuild the temple.  “And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy; for the Lord made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria toward them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.”  

1.  a.  What does verse 1 mean to you?
     
b.  What hope does it give you for the future?
     
2.  What are some examples of ways that we bring sacrifice instead of doing justice?
     
3.  How might we be tempted to engage in haughty looks and proud hearts (verse 4) even when we belong to the Lord?
     
4.  a.  Why do you think diligence leads to plenty (verse 5)?
     
b.  How can we teach children to be diligent?
     
c.  What can cause us to be “hasty”?
     
5.  a.  How is lying (verse 6) viewed in our society?
     
b.  How is it viewed in your home and how do we convey our views about something like lying to our children?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 21:7-15, 19





Day Two

1.  a.  What are you doing to keep your attitudes about violence (verse 7 NKJV) in line with those of the Lord and why do you think it is important that we do?
     
b.  How do you think we can be lights for justice in our violent world?
     
2.  Picture in your mind what a contentious woman looks like.  What things are listed in verses 9 and 19 as being “better” than being with this woman?
     
3.  How does verse 10 accurately reflect our culture?
     
4.  If we want God to hear us when we cry what must we be sensitive to do?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 21:16-21




Day Three

1.  How do we see the truth of verse 16 every day?
     
2.  Compare verse 17 with verses 20-21.  What lessons can we learn?
     
3.  a.  What do you think verse 18 means?
     
b.  What is a good example of just the opposite kind of “ransom”?
     


The theory of evolution can be seen as an example of a “stronghold” for “propagating a godless philosophy of human independence and self-determination that effectively rules out the existence of God.  Whereas ‘the heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows His handiwork…’ (Psalm 19:1) so that the Creator’s ‘invisible attributes are plainly seen’ (Romans 1:20), man-kind has nevertheless chosen to ignore the obvious truth.”  
From The Truth Project, Lesson Guide 5 - Science: What is True?  
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 21:22-26



Day Four

1.  Compare verse 22 with 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 and Ephesians 6:10-18.  How does a wise man fight his battles?
     
2.  a.  What does verse 23 remind us again?
     
b.  Since familiarity tends to breed contempt, what can we do to prevent warnings like this from becoming so familiar that we ignore them?
     
3.  a.  How do the “lazy man” and the “righteous” differ in verses 25-26?
     
b.  How does generosity keep us from becoming greedy?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 21:27-31




Day Five

1.  What kind of sacrifice do you think verse 27 is talking about?
     
2.  Why might a “wicked man” harden his face (verse 29)?
     
3.  a.  Compare verses 30-31 with Isaiah 8:9-10.  What reason do we have to live with courage?
     
b.  What do these verses add?
Psalm 3:8
     
Jeremiah 3:23
     
1 Corinthians 15:57
     
c.  Share a time when you experienced safety or a victory from the Lord.
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