Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 20:1-7




Days One & Two

1.  a.  According to verse 1, what 3 consequences come from the use of alcoholic beverages?
     
b.  How could we convey the seriousness of these consequences to a teenager?
     
c.  What do the following verses add to your understanding?
Isaiah 5:11-13, 20-25
     
Isaiah 28:7
     
Hosea 4:6-11
     
Galatians 5:19-21
     
Ephesians 5:18
     
2.  Since we all have opportunities to engage in “strife” (verse 3) and since “any fool can start a quarrel” (NKJV), what can you purpose in your heart to do the next time you encounter such an occasion?
     
3.  Compare Proverbs 20:4 with Ecclesiastes 11:4.  Give an example of the truth of these verses with regard to the work we do with our hands and the work we do for the kingdom of God. 
     
4.  Read Luke 18:9-14 and Proverbs 20:6.  
a.  What do “most men” (and women) do?
     
b.  How do people proclaim their own goodness?
     
c.  How does the Pharisee in Luke 18 exemplify this?
     
d.  Why did the tax collector (publican) go away justified?
     
e.  Does humility reveal faithfulness?  Why or why not?
     
5.  How does a “righteous (just) man walk in his integrity” and what is the result?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 20:8-20

If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?




Day Three

1.  What is the answer to verse 9?  (Note the use of “I”)
     
2.  Think about it - Compare verse 11 with Matthew 7:16.  What does your life say about you?  Is it the message you want to convey?
     
3.  Why is verse 12 encouraging for those who desire to walk in the Spirit?
     
4.  Do you think our society cultivates a “love” of sleep?  (verse 13)  How?
     
5.  Challenge Question:  
a. Write out and memorize Romans 12:2.
     
b.  What are some ways that Proverbs is preventing you from being conformed to this world?
     
c.  In what areas has your study renewed your mind?
     
6.  a.  How do people still act out the scene that is portrayed in verse 14?  
     
b.  What happens when we try to get something for nothing?
     
7.  What situations could verse 17 apply to?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 20:21-25




Day Four

1.  a.  We may not say “I will recompense evil” but what kind of things might we be doing that are basically the same thing?  (verse 22)
     
b.  What are we told to do instead?
     
2.  What do you think the point of verse 24 is?
     
3.  Verse 25 teaches us that vows are serious business.
a.  What are some examples of vows that we commonly make?
     
b.  How do we often break them?
     
c.  How can we teach our children to take vows seriously and not to enter into them unwisely?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 20:26-30




Day Five

1.  What do you think verse 27 means?
     
2.  Why do you think “mercy and truth” are valuable qualities for anyone in leadership?
     
3.  a.  What do you think we can do to renew appreciation for the wisdom of age in our culture?  (verse 29)
     
b.  What can we do that will make us wise in our old age?
     
4.  Compare Proverbs 20:30 with Isaiah 53.  What did Jesus do for you?
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