Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
     


29:2   “Righteous . . . wicked” 
This could describe the political turmoil of the northern kingdom of Israel in the time of Hezekiah, who collected these proverbs.
Commentary notes on Proverbs from The MacArthur Study Bible (NKJV)
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 29:1-2




Days One & Two

1.  Read Jeremiah 19, Proverbs 1:24-33 and 29:1.
a.  Why do you think our society will scarcely hear, let alone heed warnings such as these?
     
b.  What do these verses tell you about the longsuffering nature of our God?
     
c.  What response is there in your heart as you read these words?
     
d.  Is Proverbs 29:1 applicable to Christians?  Please give reasons for your answer.
     
e.  Why is it important to follow conviction from the Word with a change in behavior?
     
f.  Challenge Question:  How would you encourage a new believer who feels the weight of their old nature but doesn’t know who they are in Christ?
     
2.  Challenge Question:  Please take the time to think this next question through and give it your best shot.  Imagine that you are on a television talk show.  Perhaps you are the only believer in the Lord Jesus Christ in the audience.  The topic is “Separation of Church and State.”  Make a defense for the importance of faith in all areas of life using Proverbs 29:2.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 29:3-13, 25




Day Three

1.  If you have children or know a young family that is walking in wisdom as they serve the Lord, tell them this week what a joy that is to you.  
     
2.  Compare verses 4-6 with verse 25.
a.  What does verse 25 mean to you?
     
b.  How does living in the truth of verse 25 establish us and keep our feet out of a net?
     
c.  What is a “snare”?  (verses 6 and 25)
     
d.  How can “transgression” and/or “the fear of man” snare us?
     
3.  How are you considering the cause of the poor?  (verse 7)  Consider Job’s example in Job 29:12-17.)
     
4.  Why do you think scoffers (verse 8) are likened to a fire?
     
5.  What must a wise man be prepared for if he contends with a fool?
     
6.  Why do you think a person is a fool to “vent all his feelings”?  (verse 11)
     
7.  Compare verse 13 with Matthew 5:44-45.  What do you think Proverbs 29:13 means?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 29:14-18



Day Four

1.  a.  Give some examples of what it could mean to “leave a child to himself.”  (verse 15)
     
b.  Do a word study for the word “correct” in verse 17.
     
c.  Compare verses 15 and 17.  Derek Kidner writes “…if wisdom is life itself (Proverbs 8:35-36), a hard way to it (wisdom) is better than a soft way to death.”  Challenge Question:  What have you learned from Proverbs about a wise parent’s methods for raising wise children?
     
d.  How has your Heavenly Father most effectively parented you and what are some ways that His methods with you could be implemented with children?
     
2.  What hope does verse 16 give you?
     
3.  Read 1 Samuel 3:1 and Proverbs 29:18.  What is the difference between no “revelation” (prophetic vision) and the Word or law of God?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 29:19-27




Day Five

1.  a.  What kind of servant is verse 19 talking about?
     
b.  Personal Application:  In light of verse 19, what kind of servant are you?
     
2.  a.  Who is worse off than a fool according to verse 20?
     
b.  Considering all that you have learned in Proverbs, how serious is this?
     
3.  Who do you think the angry man of verse 22 transgresses against?
     
4.  How are you modeling “honor” in your own life?  (verse 23)
     
5.  If we would truly walk in justice and good judgment, who must we know?
     
6.  Compare Proverbs 29:27 with 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  Challenge Question:  How can we keep the attitude of these verses while still “loving our neighbor as ourself”?
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