Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER SIX

Talking points from the previous lecture –
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 6:1-5 




Day One
6:1 Taking on responsibility for someone's debt could result in total poverty or sometimes, even slavery. Judah offered himself to Joseph as a slave and as surety that he would fulfill his promise that Benjamin would return to Egypt. These arrangements were sealed by "striking hands" (the ancient version of our handshake).


1.  What does it mean to be a surety for a friend?  (Use a dictionary if necessary)
     
2.  How can being a surety or making a pledge for a stranger “snare” a person?
     
3.  What commands are given to people who find themselves snared by the words of their mouth?
     
4.  What is the best way to avoid suretyship?  (See Proverbs 11:15)
     
5.  What does suretyship show about a person’s character?  (See Proverbs 17:18)
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 6:6-11




Day Two

1.  What 2 kinds of characters are described in verses 6-11?
     
2.  a.  Describe the characteristics of the ant:
     
b.  Describe the characteristics of the sluggard:
     
3.  a.  What is the result of the ant’s lifestyle?
     
b.  What is the result of the sluggard’s lifestyle?
     
4.  Describe in your own words how poverty comes.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 6:12-19




Day Three

1.  List the 7 sins of the wicked:
     
2.  What is the end result of a wicked man?
     
3.  List the 7 things the Lord hates:
     
4.  Prayerfully survey your own life.  If you find any of the characteristics mentioned above, repent and ask God to create in you a Christ-like character.  Read Acts 8:22 and 1 John 1:9.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 6:20-26




Day Four

1.  List the 4 commands we are to keep in verses 20-21:
     
2.  How do you think these commands will help us avoid the sins you considered in verses 12-19?
     
3.  List the 6 blessings that accompany God’s commands when we obey:
     
4.  What is the result of keeping God’s commands?
     
5.  Describe the characteristics of a strange or evil woman:
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 6:27-35




Day Five

1.  What are the evil results of adultery?
     
2.  What 3 phrases in verse 23 identify the Word of God which provides wisdom leading to abundant and eternal life? 
     
3.  a.  How is restitution made when a man steals to satisfy himself when he is hungry?
     
b.  How are we to respond to such a thief?
     
4.  What is the difference between such a thief and one who commits adultery?
     
5.  An adulterer destroys his own soul.  What insights do you get from these Scriptures?
Leviticus 20:10
     
Romans 8:12-13
     
1 Corinthians 6:9-11
     
6.  Challenge Question:  
a.  Is there any hope for an adulterer or a home in which adultery has occurred?  Why and how?
     
b.  Psalm 51 was written by King David after he committed adultery.  What insights do you find in this Psalm that could bring healing for this and other sin?
     
7.  Since many “good” and seemingly upright people have allowed their view of sexual morality to erode into upside-downness, take a moment to assess your standards and ask the Lord to reveal any way in which you have allowed compromise to creep into your thinking.  What are some of the falling standards you are aware of around you?
     
8.  What verses in this week’s lesson will edify us and help us to avoid sin?6:32 The number seven stood for completeness. In this verse, the number symbolizes full repayment.  According to the letter of ancient Jewish law, a thief was only obligated to pay back five times what he or she had stolen.
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