Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
     


[image: ]
Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 16:1-9




Day One

1.  Define the word sovereignty:
     
2.  Underline the words “the Lord” in verses 1-9.  What do you learn about yourself in relation to the Lord from these verses?
Example: v. 9 - I may make plans but it is “the Lord” who directs me.
     
3.  Challenge Question:  How do verses 1-9 reveal the sovereignty of God?
     
4.  a.  Why do you think verse 3 is an important concept for us to lay hold of?
     
b.  Have you committed your works to the Lord?  If so, how?
     
c.  In what ways have you seen your thoughts being established as a result?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 16:10-15



Day Two

1.  Look for the word “king” or “kings” in verses 10-15.  What do you learn from this passage about responsible leadership and the accountability of leaders to God?
     
2.  What do the following verses teach us about our responsibility toward our leaders?16:11  Stones of different sizes were used by merchants to weigh and measure quantities of silver for payment. If a merchant was un-scrupulous, he might use weights with incorrect labels to cheat his customers.

Romans 13:1-7
     
1 Timothy 2:1-2
     
1 Peter 2:13-17
     
2 Peter 2:10 
     
3.  Challenge Question:  In light of what the Word of God tells us about our attitudes toward civil leadership, what do you think our attitude should be toward spiritual leaders?  (See 1 Thessalonians 5: 12-13 and Hebrews 13:7, 17)
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 16:16-24




Day Three

1.  a.  As you have studied Proverbs, have you come to appreciate the truth of verse 16 more?  If so, how?
     
b.  We are now half-way through our study of this book.  Are you committed to finishing?  Why?
     
2.  In verse 17, the word “evil” could be taken to mean misfortune and the word “soul” could mean life.  Looking at it from that point of view, what insight does it give you about walking upright in an upside-down world?
     
3.  How can you apply verses 18 and 19 to your life?
     
4.  a.  Is verse 20 sufficient reward for the rigors of a life lived in the wisdom of the Lord?
     
b.  How do you view “good” and “happy” in this verse?  In other words, what would they look like in your life?
     
5.  What can we learn from verses 21-24 about our words?
     
6.  Is your study of Proverbs making you increasingly aware of the importance of what you say?  What are you doing about it?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 16:25-33




Days Four & Five

1.  Do you recognize verse 25?  What should we do when we see something repeated in Scripture?
     
2.  What do you think verse 26 means?
     
3.  What kind of people do we see in verses 27-30 and what kind of behavior distinguishes each?16:31  Mosaic laws were clear about respecting the elderly (see Leviticus 19:32). Younger Hebrew men were trained to wait to speak about a subject until their elders had made their comments.

     
4.  What does verse 31 teach us about wisdom and age?
     
5.  Compare verse 32 with James 1:19-20.  What do you learn about anger?
     
6.  Challenge Question:  In the Old Testament, the casting of lots was often used as a method of determining the will of God in a situation where it was not known.  It is not seen in the New Testament after Pentecost (see Acts 1:23-2:4).  Why do you think this is so?
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