Walking Upright in an Upside-down World	                                                                    The Proverbs
CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

Talking points from the previous lecture – 
**Note something that was meaningful to you about last week’s lecture.
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 25:1-10





Days One & Two

1.  Who copied these “proverbs of Solomon”?
     
2.  Read 2 Kings 16.
a.  Who was Hezekiah’s father and what kind of man was he?
     
b.  Why do you think studying Proverbs would be profitable for someone who had not seen the truth of God’s word modeled in their home by one or both of their parents?
     
3.  Read 2 Kings 18:1-6.
a.  Who was Hezekiah’s mother?
     
b.  What kind of woman do you think she was?
     
4.  Since Hezekiah was responsible for recording these proverbs, what does Proverbs 25:2 tell you about him?	
     
5.  In light of what you have learned in Proverbs, why is verse 5 good advice for all of us?
     
6.  Read Luke 14:7-11 and Proverbs 25:6-7.
a.  Why did Jesus tell this parable?
     
b.  Challenge question:  What attitude must someone have about the Lord in order to follow these instructions from their heart?
     
7.  What are verses 8-10 talking about?
     

Words "fitly" spoken are words that fit into the conversation.  They are the right and proper things to say.  Warren Wiersbe says that "God gives us spiritual radar" so that we can assess a situation and make a right reply.  He goes on to say, "People who speak wisely, saying the right thing at the right time in the right way, are people who store God's truth in their hearts."  
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 25:11-17



Day Three

1.  What is the determining factor in the wise words of verses 11-12?
     
2.  How can we know if we have an “obedient ear” or not?
     
3.  How can we be refreshing to our Master?  (verse 13)
     
4.  Compare Proverbs 25:14 with Jude 12 and 2 Peter 2:12-19.  What may this verse be talking about?
     
5.  What is the result when God says “Enough” but we say, “I want more”?  (verse 16)
     
6.  What are some ways that we disregard the truth of verse 17?
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Today’s Scriptures:
Proverbs 25:18-28







Days Four & Five

1.  What can we do to see to it that our words do not cause the injuries that the weapons of verse 18 are capable of?
     
2.  What could we do that would be beneficial, rather than inappropriate, for someone who is suffering from a heavy heart?  (verse 20) 
     
3.  a.  Are you accustomed to treating your enemies the way that verse 21 suggests?
     
b.  What do you think verse 22 means?
     
4.  Compare 1 Thessalonians 3:5-8 with Proverbs 25:25.  How long has it been since you shared an encouraging letter or phone call with the person who led you to the Lord or has been instrumental in your growth?  Consider Proverbs 25:25 as a reminder to send a cup of “cold water” to that person today.  Who knows? They may be “weary.”
     
5.  How does the word picture of verse 26 speak to you?
     
6.  Derek Kidner writes of verse 28, “Impatience views restraint only as restriction; so the enemy arrives to find the walls down.”  Share a time in your life when your impatience dropped walls that allowed the enemy in.
     
7.  What do these verses say that could help us not to make the same mistakes again?
Romans 6:14
     
1 Corinthians 10:13
     
1 Thessalonians 5:6
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